
 

Laura Lanzieri Eritrea Collection 
in Phaidra

From a family album to a digital collection 



Donation by Laura Lanzieri to the History Library of Padova 
University (2019)

356 gelatin silver print pictures collected in 1 album

25 photographs e 164 photographic postcards
167 contact prints

Subject:  Colonial Italian East Africa

Date:  years from 1930 to 1960

Laura Lanzieri Eritrea Collection



Laura Lanzieri’s grandparents and parents living in 
Asmara (1910-early 1950)

Eritrea
- Italian colony since 1890
- Part of Italian East Africa in 1936 (Fascist period)

Historical context and origins
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Items are described using the 
Phaidra metadata schema, 
which integrates two types of 
information:

● Direct data — 
information found on the 
photographs

● Additional data — 
information retrieved 
from external sources

 

Metadata

https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/o:537383


● Keywords for the entire collection: Italian 
East Africa, Colonialism, Colonial Italy, 
Eritrea 

Subject terms

● Specific keywords for each picture: 

Report of the Ministry of Italian Africa (Ministero 
dell'Africa Italiana, Ufficio Studi, Relazione 
sull'attività svolta dall'Ufficio Studi dalla data di 
ricostituzione del Ministero ad oggi, Rome, March 
1950



Views of towns or villages 86 Religion 24

Customs and traditions 46 Archaeology 22
Ethnic groups 44 Buildings 12
Infrastructures 40 Flora 10
Fauna 34 Landscapes 10
Economic and commercial 
activities

24 Agriculture 4

Specific subject terms (translated)



Asmara A.O.I. - Eritrea 

Views of towns or 
villages



Costumi dell’Eritrea
Eritrean customs

Customs and 
traditions



Genti dell’Eritrea 
People of Eritrea

Ethnic groups 



Ferrovia Massaua-Asmara
Massawa-Asmara railway 

Infrastructures



Fauna eritrea 
Eritrean fauna

Fauna



Massaua – Eritrea 

Economic and 
commercial 
activities



Asmara – La Moschea
Asmara - The Mosque 

Religion



Archaeology

Pitture rupestri raffiguranti antilopi
Rock paintings depicting antelopes



Edificio con la scritta 
Cabaret a Massaua
Building with the word ‘Cabaret’ 
in Massawa

Buildings



Flora eritrea 
Eritrean flora

Flora



Landscapes

Paesaggio montano e 
Vegetazione – Eritrea
Mountain landscape and vegetation - Eritrea



Elaberet – Eritrea

Agriculture



11 photographers and publishers of 
133 photographs (37% of the 
collection) have been identified.

A record has been compiled for each 
one, containing all the information 
retrieved from available sources.

Photographers and 
publishers



Photographers 
and publishers 
have been added 
to the Wikidata 
collaborative 
online database in 
order to increase 
their visibility and 
disseminate 
knowledge about 
them

Wikidata



Yearbook of the italian Colonies 1928
Photo: maitacli.it







Thank you for 
your attention!

A detailed description of the collection is here:
https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/fondo_lanzieri

https://phaidra.cab.unipd.it/collections/fondo_lanzieri

